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The critically acclaimed memoirs of one female police officer's sixteen-year odyssey, beginning with

day one at the Police Academy and spanning assignments on Chicago's West Side, one of the

most dangerous areas in the city.The notorious cops' code of silence is broken as the author

recounts incidents in the West Side projects: shoot-outs, ambushes, and what it feels like to kill a

manâ€•just four days out of the Academy.The stories told are sometimes tragic, sometimes funny,

often poignant, and always provide the reader with an on the scene feel for life behind the badge.

Domestic violence, murdered spouses, abused children, and philandering CPD brass are just some

of the topics addressed, topics that officer Gallo dealt with everyday.From her work with gangs,

narcotics, the gun task force, and acting as a prostitute, Gina Gallo offers a gritty account of the

darker side of the city, giving readers an objective side to the cops, crooks, and victims that

comprise a the police cops world.
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Armed & Dangerous is an excellent book whether you are considering a career in law enforcement

or not. Gallo begins her story with her father, who was shot on Easter, describing the pain of being a

child of a police officer. She vowed never to become an officer, but life's circumstances forced her to

change her mind.From there, she takes the reader on a roller-coaster ride from her days at the

Academy to the day she resigned from the Chicago Police Department. Her depiction of the



Academy made me wonder if this was fiction because I couldn't believe the brutal fashion in which

the trainers handled future officers. A few of them left the Academy with permanent disabilities and

no chance at a law enforcement career. She tells us how the rest of them made it through that

grueling period, by banding together and forming a team. Being a team player is the most important

skill in police work.I felt like I was right there with her as she described her first day on the job with a

slacker for a field trainer and how that trainer deserted her when she needed him to back her up.

She tells us what it was like to kill a man and what that did to her soul. She tells us what it's like to

see a mutilated baby and then have to be professional in dealing with his murdering mother. And,

she tells us what it's like to have to go to the same neighborhoods to deal with the same people day

after day. There are lots of heartbreaking stories in this book and some incredibly funny ones, too.I

found myself laughing out loud at the craziness and the stupidity of both the criminals and the

corrupt officers. More often than not, however, I felt disgusted by the drug addicts and the political

games of the department brass.
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